
                                                 

 

 

IMAFLORA and the 4C Association Intensify 

Collaboration 

 

The Instituto de Manejo e Certificação Florestal e Agrícola (IMAFLORA), the 
Brazilian reference in certification and promotion of good practices in the 
coffee sector, and the 4C Association, the global platform for sustainable 
coffee, enter into an innovative partnership to define joint efforts and expand 
their collaboration in Brazil. 
 
Through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), IMAFLORA and the 4C 
Association are joining forces to create synergies and optimize resource use 
with the objective of supporting sustainable production in the Brazilian coffee 
sector.  
 
As a key component of the collaboration agreement, IMAFLORA is hosting 
the new Manager Brazil of the 4C Association at its ecologically designed 
offices in Piracicaba/SP. Thanks to this, the 4C Manager Brazil is able to use 
IMAFLORA’s office infrastructure to maintain closer contact to Brazilian 
members of the 4C Association, provide them with core services and 
promote the Association’s priority activities.  
 
“The 4C Association sees the collaboration with IMAFLORA as a unique and 
innovative partnership that will enable us to increase joint efforts with other 
standards and efficiently use scarce resources for the benefit of our members 
in Brazil,” said Melanie Rutten-Sülz, 4C Executive Director. 
 
Another key component of the collaboration is to support continuous 
improvement towards sustainability, joining efforts from both organizations to 
facilitate the enabling conditions  for coffee farmers and their business 
partners to “step up” from the 4C entry level to the advanced Rainforest 
Alliance/SAN compliance level. 
 
 “We believe in the potential of the 4C Association to promote entry level 
sustainability practices in coffee through its 4C standard and verification 
system. This partnership is an important step to bring more and more farmers 
to the sustainability starting line and prepare them to comply with the 
Sustainable Agriculture Network Standard and achieve the Rainforest 
Alliance Certification”  Mr. Mauricio Voivodic, IMAFLORA Executive Director. 
 
 



                                                 

 

 

 
 

About the 4C Association: 

 
The 4C Association is the platform that brings together stakeholders in the 
coffee sector to address sustainability issues in a pre-competitive manner. To 
date, over 295 members have already joined the 4C Association, including: 
coffee farmer organizations; traders (importers and exporters); industry 
(coffee roasters and retailers); and civil society organizations (NGOs and 
standard setters). For more information about the 4C Association: www.4c-
coffeeassociation.org  
 
For media inquiries, please contact Verónica Pérez, 4C Communication 
Manager: +49 151 64940366; veronica.perez@4c-coffeeassociation.org 
 
 
About Imaflora: 

 
Imaflora is a Brazilian NGO created in 1995 to promote sustainability in the 
agriculture and forestry sectors. As a founding member of the Sustainable 
Agriculture Network (SAN), Imaflora has been a leader organization in the 
promotion of sustainable practices in agriculture and its recognition along 
the supply chains. Imaflora has been working in the Brazilian coffee sector for 
the last 10 years, helping over 500 coffee farmers to progress towards 
sustainability. For more information about Imaflora: www.imaflora.org  
 
For media inquiries, please contact Fatima Nunes: +5511 982745553; 
fatima@imaflora.org;  


